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Situation
There is currently a growing diphtheria outbreak in central and northern Australia. Cases are mainly reported in Northern Territory and Western Australia, with a small number of cases in South Australia and Queensland.
For the latest report, visit the Australian Centre for Disease Control <www.cdc.gov.au/resources/collections/diphtheria-australia-epidemiological-updates>.
Free diphtheria vaccination
In addition to free diphtheria vaccination available under the National Immunisation Program, the Department of Health in partnership with the Victorian Aboriginal Community Controlled Health Organisation and Local Public Health Units is implementing a targeted Diphtheria Booster Vaccination Campaign (the campaign). 
The state-funded campaign provides free diphtheria toxoid containing vaccine (Boostrix®) to eligible groups in Victoria. A Medicare card is not required to be eligible to receive the free vaccine. See Table 1 below. 
Campaign information
Vaccine ordering
Aboriginal Health Services and general practices can order Boostrix® as part of the campaign through the Onelink Online portal <https://www.onelinkonline.net/>. Please monitor Onelink ordering templates.
Due to limited vaccine supply, order limits are in place. If you require additional stock that exceeds your current ordering limit, email the Immunisation Program <immunisation@health.vic.gov.au> 
Vaccine transport, storage and handling 
Boostrix® must be stored and transported according to National Vaccine Storage Guidelines “Strive for 5” 
<www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/national-vaccine-storage-guidelines-strive-for-5>.
Store Boostrix® at +2°C to +8°C, do not freeze and protect from light. 
For cold chain breach information and response actions, please visit the Department of Health’s cold chain breach reporting webpage <www.health.vic.gov.au/immunisation/cold-chain-breach-reporting>.
Vaccine recording and reporting
Immunisation providers must: 
record Boostrix® vaccine encounters on the Australian Immunisation Register (AIR).
report any unexpected or serious adverse events following immunisation to the Surveillance of Adverse Events Following Vaccination in the Community (SAEFVIC) <www.safevac.org.au/Home/Info/VIC>

Table 1. Groups eligible for free diphtheria vaccination under the National Immunisation Program and state-funded Diphtheria Booster Vaccination Campaign
	Groups eligible for free diphtheria vaccination under the National Immunisation Program
	Recommendation

	Infants and children at:
2, 4 and 6 months as a primary course
18 months and 4 years as booster doses
	Offer age-appropriate diphtheria vaccination in accordance with the Australian Immunisation Handbook using National Immunisation Program funded diphtheria toxoid containing vaccines (DTPa/dTpa)

	Adolescents at 12 or 13 years as a booster dose
	

	People aged less than 20 years who have missed childhood vaccination as catch-up vaccination 
	

	Refugees and humanitarian entrants (any age) who have missed diphtheria vaccination 
	

	Pregnant women^ – single dose recommended each pregnancy between 20 to 32 weeks (may be given up until delivery) 
	Offer a single dose of National Immunisation Program funded Adacel® or Boostrix® each pregnancy

	Groups eligible for free state-funded Boostrix® under the Diphtheria Booster Vaccination Campaign
	Recommendation

	Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people aged 20 years and over who have not previously received 3 doses of diphtheria toxoid containing vaccine
	Offer further doses to complete a primary course (3 doses) using state-funded Boostrix®

	Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people aged 20 years and over who have previously received at least 3 doses of diphtheria toxoid containing vaccine with the most recent dose being more than 10 years ago ​ 
	Offer a state-funded booster dose of Boostrix®

	Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people travelling to a higher risk area* for any reason who have not had a booster dose of diphtheria toxoid containing vaccine in the last 5 years
	

	Anyone travelling to live or work in a higher risk area* who has not had a booster dose of diphtheria toxoid containing vaccine in the last 5 years
	


^ As part of pertussis vaccination offered each pregnancy under the National Immunisation Program.
* For a current list of higher risk areas that are part of the eligibility criteria for the state-funded campaign, please visit the Australian Centre for Disease Control webpage at www.cdc.gov.au/diseases/diphtheria.
For more information
For more information on diphtheria vaccination and recommendations <https://immunisationhandbook.health.gov.au/contents/vaccine-preventable-diseases/diphtheria>.
For more information on diphtheria and the Victorian Immunisation Schedule please visit: 
Department of Health website – Diphtheria <www.health.vic.gov.au/infectious-diseases/diphtheria>
Department of Health Clinician Alert – Diphtheria <www.health.vic.gov.au/health-alerts/clinician-alert-diphtheria>
Department of Health – Immunisation schedules <www.health.vic.gov.au/immunisation/immunisation-schedule-victoria-and-vaccine-eligibility-criteria>
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